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Applegate, Katherine The One and Only Ivan.  Having spent twenty-seven years behind 

the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall, Ivan has grown accustomed to humans 

watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in the jungle. Instead, Ivan occupies him-

self with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and painting. But when he meets Ruby, a 

baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see their home, and his art, through new 

eyes.                                                                                                                       j Applegate 

 

Avi The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle.  Thirteen-year-old Charlotte Doyle is excit-

ed to return home from her school in England to her family in Rhode Island in the summer 

of 1832. But the two families she was supposed to travel with mysteriously cancel their 

trips, and Charlotte finds herself the lone passenger on a long sea voyage with a cruel cap-

tain and a mutinous crew. Soon after stepping aboard the ship, she becomes enmeshed in 

a conflict! What begins as an eagerly anticipated ocean crossing turns into a harrowing 

journey, where Charlotte gains a villainous enemy... and is put on trial for murder!         j Avi 

 

Cleary, Beverly Ramona Quimby. Ramona likes that she’s old enough to be counted on, 

but must everything depend on her? Mrs. Quimby has gone back to work so that Mr. 

Quimby can return to school, and Ramona is expected to be good for Mrs. Kemp while her 

parents are away, to be brave enough to ride the school bus by herself, and to put up with 

being teased by Danny the Yard Ape. In Ramona’s world, being eight isn’t easy, but it’s 

never dull!                                                                                                                     j Cleary 

 

 

DiCamillo, Kate Because of Winn-Dixie.  One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal 

Buloni goes down to the local supermarket for some groceries – and comes home with a 

dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. It’s because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to 

make friends. And it’s because of Winn-Dixie that she finally dares to ask her father about 

her mother, who left when Opal was three. In fact, as Opal admits, just about everything 

that happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie.                                             j DiCamillo 

 

 

George, Jean Craighead My Side of the Mountain.  Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy liv-

ing in New York City with his family, so he runs away to the Catskill Mountains to live in the 

woods—all by himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty dollars, and some flint and 

steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage, danger, and independ-

ence during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his life forever.            j George 
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Henry, Marguerite Misty of Chincoteague. Nobody could capture the Phantom. She was 
the wildest mare on Assateague Island. Paul and Maureen Beebe had their hearts set on 
owning her. They were itching to buy and tame her, and worked hard to earn the money that 
she would cost. But the roundup men had tried to capture her and for two years she had es-
caped them.... Pony Penning Day holds a surprise for everyone, for Paul not only brings in 
the Phantom, but her newborn colt as well. Can Paul and Maureen possibly earn enough to 
buy them both?                                                                                                                j Henry 

 

Hiaasen, Carl Hoot. Everybody loves Mother Paula’s pancakes. Everybody, that is, except 

the colony of cute but endangered owls that live on the building site of the new restaurant. 

Can the awkward new kid and his feral friend prank the pancake people out of town? Or is 

the owls’ fate cemented in pancake batter?                                                                 j Hiaasen  

 

 

 

Law, Ingrid Savvy. Thirteen is when a Beaumont’s savvy hits—and with one brother who 

causes hurricanes and another who creates electricity, Mibs Beaumont is eager to see what 

she gets. But just before the big day, Poppa is in a terrible accident. And now all Mibs wants 

is a savvy that will save him. Mibs is so sure she’ll get a powerful savvy that she sneaks a 

ride to the hospital on a rickety bus with her sibling and the preacher’s kids in tow. After this 

extraordinary adventure—full of talking tattoos and a kidnapping—not a soul on board will 

ever be the same.                                                                                                               j Law  

 

Paulsen, Gary Hatchet. Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is traveling by single-engine plane 

to visit his father for the first time since the divorce. When the plane crashes, killing the pilot, 

the sole survivor is Brian. He is alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but his cloth-

ing, a tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother had given him as a present.  

                                                                                                                                     j Paulsen 

 

 

 

White, E.B. Charlotte’s Web.  Some Pig. Humble. Radiant. These are the words in Char-

lotte's Web, high up in Zuckerman's barn. Charlotte's spider web tells of her feelings for a lit-

tle pig named Wilbur, who simply wants a friend. They also express the love of a girl named 

Fern, who saved Wilbur's life when he was born the runt of his litter.                            j White 
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