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Ballarini, Joe A Babysitter’s Guide to Monster Hunting.  When middle schooler Kelly  
Ferguson’s Halloween plans switch from party-going to babysitting, she thinks the scariest 
part of her night will be the death of her social life. But then Baby Jacob gets kidnapped by 
the Boogeyman’s minions and Kelly learns there’s a whole lot more to childcare than free 
snacks and Netflix. Like chasing shadow monsters, drop-kicking Toadies, and mastering 
monster-fighting moves like the Naptime Headlock and Playground Punch. Now, with the 
help of an ancient handbook and a secret society of butt-kicking babysitters, Kelly sets out 
to destroy the Boogeyman before he brings Jacob’s nightmares to life. But when the mon-
sters’ trail leads to her school’s big Halloween bash, Kelly will have to prove she can save 
the world—without totally embarrassing herself in front of her friends.                    j Ballarini 
 

 

Black, Holly Doll Bones. Zach, Poppy, and Alice have been friends forever. And they’ve 
been playing one continuous, ever-changing game of pirates and thieves, mermaids and 
warriors. Ruling over all is the Great Queen, a bone-china doll cursing those who displease 
her. But they are in middle school now. Zach’s father pushes him to give up make-believe, 
and Zach quits the game. Their friendship might be over, until Poppy declares she’s been 
having dreams about the Queen—and the ghost of a girl who will not rest until the bone-
china doll is buried in her empty grave. Zach and Alice and Poppy set off on one last ad-
venture to lay the Queen’s ghost to rest. But nothing goes according to plan, and as their 
adventure turns into an epic journey, creepy things begin to happen. Is the doll just a doll or 
something more sinister?                                                                                              j Black 

 

Gensler, Sonia Ghostlight. Avery is looking forward to another summer at Grandma’s 
farm, at least until her brother says he’s too old for “Kingdom,” the imaginary world they’d 
spent years creating. Lucky for her, there’s a new kid staying in the cottage down the road: 
a city boy with a famous dad. Julian’s more than a little full of himself, but he’s also a story-
teller like Avery. When he announces his plan to film a ghost story, Avery is eager to join in. 
Julian wants to film at Hilliard House, a looming, empty mansion that Grandma has abso-
lutely forbidden her to enter. Avery is terrified of Grandma’s wrath, butbthe allure of 
filmmaking is impossible to resist. As the kids explore the secrets of Hilliard house, eerie 
things begin to happen, and the “imaginary” dangers in their movie threaten to become very 
real.                                                                                                                           j Gensler 

 

Gaiman, Neil Coraline. When Coraline steps through a door to find another house 
strangely similar to her own (only better), things seem marvelous. But there's another  
mother there, and another father, and they want her to stay and be their little girl. They want 
to change her and never let her go. Coraline will have to fight with all her wit and courage if 
she is to save herself and return to her ordinary life.                                                j Gaiman 
 

 

 

Hahn, Mary Downing Guest. When her adorable baby brother is replaced by an ugly, 
ill-tempered changeling, Mollie is determined to find the so-called Kinde Folke who took  
baby Thomas, return the changeling she calls Guest, and make them give Thomas back.  
                                                                                                                                      j Hahn 
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Morton-Shaw, Christine Hunt for the Seventh. Jim moves to ancient Minerva Hall and en-
counters the ghosts of six children. They urge him to find the seventh child and leave him 
cryptic clues that point to a dark, ancient prophecy that only Jim can stop from being fulfilled. 
Jim turns to Einstein, a brilliant autistic boy who lives at the Hall. If anyone can help Jim, Ein-
stein can. But the boy, who speaks in riddles, proves to be as mysterious as the dead chil-
dren. Time is running out; if Jim doesn't figure out the clues, innocent people will die.                                    
                                                                                                                           j Morton 
 

 

Schlitz, Laura Amy A Drowned Maiden’s Hair. Maud Flynn is known at the orphanage for 
her impertinence, so when the charming Miss Hyacinth and her sister choose Maud to take 
home with them, the girl is as baffled as anyone. It seems the sisters need Maud to help 
stage elaborate séances for bereaved, wealthy patrons. As Maud is drawn deeper into the 
deception, playing her role as a "secret child," she is torn between her need to please and 
her growing conscience – until a shocking betrayal makes clear just how heartless her so-
called guardians are.                                                                                                      j Schlitz 

 

 

Schwab, Victoria City of Ghosts. Ever since Cass almost drowned, she can pull back the 
Veil that separates the living from the dead . . . and enter the world of spirits. Her best friend 
is even a ghost. So things are already pretty strange. But they're about to get much stranger. 
When Cass's parents start hosting a TV show about the world's most haunted places, the 
family heads off to Edinburgh, Scotland. Here, graveyards, castles, and secret passageways 
teem with restless phantoms. And when Cass meets a girl who shares her "gift," she realizes 
how much she still has to learn about the Veil -- and herself. And she'll have to learn fast. The 
city of ghosts is more dangerous than she ever imagined.                                          j Schwab  

 

Segal, Jason and Miller, Kirsten Nightmares!. Sleeping has never been so scary. And now 
waking up is even worse! Charlie Laird has several problems. 1. His dad married a woman he 
is sure moonlights as a witch. 2. He had to move into her purple mansion, which is NOT a 
place you want to find yourself after dark. 3.He can’t remember the last time sleeping wasn’t 
a nightmarish prospect. What Charlie doesn’t know is that his problems are about to get a 
whole lot more real. Nightmares can ruin a good night’s sleep, but when they start slipping 
out of your dreams and into the waking world—that’s a line that should never be crossed. 
And when your worst nightmares start to come true . . . well, that’s something only Charlie 
can face.                                                                                                                           j Segal  

 

Siebel, Kathryn The Haunting of Henry Davis. Ghosts only haunt when they've left some-
thing behind… When Henry Davis moves into the neighborhood, Barbara Anne and her 
classmates at Washington Carver Elementary don't know what to make of him. He's pale, 
small, odd. For curious Barbara Anne, Henry's also a riddle—a boy who sits alone at recess 
sketching in a mysterious notebook, a boy, she soon learns, who's being haunted by a ghost 
named Edgar. With the help of some new friends, this unlikely duo is off on an adventure to 
discover who Edgar was while alive and why he's haunting Henry now. Together, they might 
just help Edgar find what he needs to finally be at peace.                                              j Siebel 
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