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Applegate, Katherine Home of the Brave. Kek comes from Africa where he lived with 
his mother, father, and brother. But only he and his mother have survived. Now she's miss-
ing, and Kek has been sent to a new home. In America, he sees snow for the first time, and 
feels its sting. He wonders if the people in this new place will be like the winter—cold and 
unkind. But slowly he makes friends: a girl in foster care, an old woman with a rundown 
farm, and a sweet, sad cow that reminds Kek of home. As he waits for word of his mother's 
fate, Kek weathers the tough Minnesota winter by finding warmth in his new friendships, 
strength in his memories, and belief in his new country.                                       j Applegate 

 

Brogsol, Vera Be Prepared. All Vera wants to do is fit in—but that’s not easy for a Russian 
girl in the suburbs. Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents can afford to send 
them to the best summer camps. Vera’s single mother can’t afford that sort of luxury, but 
there's one summer camp in her price range—Russian summer camp. Vera is sure she's 
found the one place she can fit in, but camp is far from what she imagined. And nothing 
could prepare her for all the "cool girl" drama, endless Russian history lessons, and out-
houses straight out of nightmares!.                                                                       jGN Brogsol 

 

Chmakova, Svetlana Awkward. Cardinal rule #1 for surviving school: Don't get noticed by 
the mean kids. Cardinal rule #2 for surviving school: Seek out groups with similar interests 
and join them. On her first day at her new school, Penelope—Peppi—Torres reminds her-
self of these basics. But when she trips into a quiet boy in the hall, Jaime Thompson, she's 
already broken the first rule, and the mean kids start calling her the "nerder girlfriend." How 
She shoves poor Jaime and runs away! Falling back on rule two and surrounding herself 
with new friends in the art club, Peppi still can't help feeling ashamed about the way she 
treated Jaime. Things are already awkward enough between the two, but to make matters 
worse, he's a member of her own club's archrivals—the science club!          jGN Chmakova 

 

Dionne, Erin Moxie and the Art of Rule Breaking. Moxie Fleece knows the rules and 
follows them—that is, until the day she opens her front door to a mysterious stranger. Sud-
denly Moxie is involved in Boston's biggest unsolved mystery: The Isabella Stewart Gard-
ner Museum art heist. Moxie has two weeks to find the art, otherwise she and the people 
she loves will be in big-time danger. Her tools? Her best friend, Ollie, a geocaching addict 
who loves to find stuff; her Alzheimer's suffering grandfather, Grumps, who knows lots 
more than he lets on; and a geometry proof that she sets up to sort out the clues. It's a race 
against the clock through downtown Boston as Moxie and Ollie break every rule she's ever 
lived by to find the art and save her family.                                                                j Dionne 

 

Draper, Sharon M. Blended. Eleven-year-old Isabella’s parents are divorced, so she has 
to switch lives every week: One week she’s Isabella with her dad, his girlfriend Anastasia, 
and her son Darren living in a fancy house where they are one of the only black families in 
the neighborhood. The next week she’s Izzy with her mom and her boyfriend John-Mark in 
a small, not-so-fancy house that she loves. Because of this, Isabella has always felt pulled 
between two worlds. And now that her parents are divorced, it seems their fights are even 
worse, and they’re always about HER. Isabella feels even more stuck in the middle, split 
and divided between them than ever. And she’s is beginning to realize that being split be-
tween Mom and Dad is more than switching houses, switching nicknames, switching back-
packs: it’s also about switching identities. It seems like nothing can bring Isabella’s family 
together again—until the worst happens. Isabella and Darren are stopped by the police. A 
cell phone is mistaken for a gun. And shots are fired.                                                j Draper 
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Korman, Gordon Slacker. Cameron Boxer is very happy to spend his life avoiding home-
work, hanging out with his friends, and gaming for hours in his basement. It's not too hard for 
him to get away with it... until he gets so caught up in one game that he almost lets his house 
burn down. It's time for some serious damage control -- so Cameron and his friends invent a 
fake school club that will make it seem like they're doing good deeds instead of slacking off. 
The problem? Some kids think the club is real -- and Cameron is stuck being president. Soon 
Cameron is part of a mission to save a beaver named Elvis from certain extinction. Along the 
way, he makes some new friends -- and some powerful new enemies.                      j Korman 

 

Levy, Dana Alison The Misadventures of the Family Fletcher. The start of the school year 
is not going as the Fletcher brothers hoped. Each boy finds his plans for success veering off 
in unexpected and sometimes disastrous directions. And at home, their miserable new neigh-
bor complains about everything. As the year continues, the boys learn the hard and often hi-
larious lesson that sometimes what you least expect is what you come to care about the 
most.                                                                                                                                  j Levy  

 

 

McAnulty, Stacy The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl. Lucy Callahan's life was changed 
forever when she was struck by lightning. She doesn't remember it, but the zap gave her ge-
nius-level math skills, and she's been homeschooled ever since. Now, at 12 years old, she's 
technically ready for college. She just has to pass 1 more test—middle school! Lucy's grand-
ma insists: Go to middle school for 1 year. Make 1 friend. Join 1 activity. And read 1 book 
(that's not a math textbook!). Lucy's not sure what a girl who does calculus homework for fun 
can possibly learn in 7th grade. She has everything she needs at home, where nobody can 
make fun of her rigid routines or her superpowered brain. The equation of Lucy's life has al-
ready been solved. Unless there's been a miscalculation?                                        j McAnulty  

 

Reynolds, Jason Ghost. Running. That’s all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever 
known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all started with running away 
from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother through 
their apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has 
been the one causing problems—and running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-
Olympic Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on 
track, literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his 
raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch up to him?                                      j Reynolds 

 

 

Weeks, Sarah and Varadarajan, Gita Save Me a Seat.  Joe and Ravi might be from very 
different places, but they're both stuck in the same place: SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the same 
town all his life, and was doing just fine until his best friends moved away and left him on his 
own. Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and he's finding it pretty hard to figure 
out where he fits in. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in common — but soon 
enough they have a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a common mission: 
to take control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.                             j Weeks 
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